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Discourse 
complexity – 
quantity and variety of 
oral and written text.  
 
• amount of 

speech/written text 
• structure of 

speech/written text 
• density of 

speech/written text 
• organization and 

cohesion of ideas 
• variety of sentence 

types. 

Quantity and 
Variety 

Syntax (word 
order) = the way 
in which words 
are arranged to 
show 
relationships and 
meaning.   

Syntax is an area that can cause LEP students a variety of problems.  At its simplest 
level, syntax refers to the correct order of words in a given language.  
 
In English, we would say, “I give him my keys.”   
 
In Spanish, we would say, “Le doy mis llaves.”  Literally, this translates to, “to him, I 
give my keys.”  Indirect object comes before the verb in this situation.  
 
In English, we would say, “The blue car.”  (adjective before noun). 
 
In Spanish, we would say, “El carro azul.” (noun before adjective). 
 
Syntax is an extensive subject.  This short passage is only meant to familiarize you 
with the meaning of the word.  

  Groups of words Clause = Contains a subject and a verb (predicate).  
 
Example:  He drives a car.   
 
Independent Clause – A clause that can function independently without supporting 
information. 
 
Example:  He believed.   
 
Dependent Clause – A clause that must depend on supporting information. 
 
Example:  He believed that the Redskins will win.   
 
Phrase = Group of related words that doesn’t contain a subject and verb.  (in the 
morning, to see, flying blind, etc.).  There are a variety of different types of phrases.  
  

  Sentence 
Formation 

Simple = Contains only an independent clause. (He eats French fries.). 
 
Complex =   Contains an independent clause and dependent clause. (When he drives 
his car, he drives fast.) 
 
Compound = Contains two independent clauses.  (He drives fast, but he can drive 
slow). 
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  Sentence Type Declarative = Sentence makes a statement.  (Ex. He drives his car.) 
 
Interrogative = Sentence asks a question. (Ex. What time is it?) 
 
Imperative = Sentences that give a command. (Ex. Go to the door.) 
 
Exclamatory = Sentences that exclaim something. (Ex. I love to run!).  
 

  Cohesion = “The 
formal linkage 
between the 
elements of a 
discourse or text” 
(Crystal 1997).   
 
Coherence = 
“The underlying, 
logical 
connectedness of 
a language” 
(Crystal 1997).   

Some examples of cohesion. 
Coreference or referential = Features that cannot be interpreted without referring to 
some other aspect of the text. 
 
Example:  Many people walked away. They seemed angry. (anaphoric = “carrying 
back). 
Example:  Listen to this.  The dog is talking.  (cataphoric = Greek for “forward.”). 
 
Repetition = Part or all of the expression is repeated. 
 
Example:  Abraham Lincoln rode in on a horse. Lincoln looked tired. 
 
Substitution = One feature replaces a previous component. 
 
Example:  I’ve got a car.  Do you have one? 
 
Comparison = A comparison in a previous sentence is assumed. 
 
Example:  That test was hard.  This one is much worse. 
 
Conjunctive relationship = Statement is clearly related to something said before. 
 
Example:  I left later.  But, he was still there.  
Example:  The job was almost done.  But, there is a question of cost. 
 
 
Example of a cohesive yet incoherent passage: 
 
A month has thirty days.  Every day I drive my car.  Cars have four wheels.  Wheels 
are round.  Round wheels are on tractors.  Farmers need tractors. 
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  Parallelism = 
The use of the 
same grammatical 
forms to express 
the same ideas.  

Example:  The teachers had tried listening, talking and meeting with the parents. 
(Parallel use of the present participle / gerund) 
 
Example:  Many people try to eat well because they want to lose weight, because they 
want to be healthy and because they want to live longer.  (Parallel use of “because they 
want” show that these dependent clauses are parallel in structure and equal in 
importance. 
 

  Organizational 
types 

Narration – The way a story is told. 
 

- First Person = I am going to tell you a story. 
- Third Person = He is going to tell you a story. 
- Third Person Omniscient = Without knowing that you had already heard the 

story, he decided to tell you a story.  (The author reveals some aspects of the 
story that the character does not know.) 

 
Expository – Purpose is to give/share information. 
 

Exposition – background information that helps a reader understand a story. 
 
Descriptive – Asks a student to describe a situation.  The goal is really to paint a 
picture of the situation.  Should include many details. 
 
Persuasive/Argumentative – Asks a student to research and establish a position on a 
particular topic and then persuade the reader towards or argue towards that topic.   

Language Forms 
and Conventions 
– Types, array and use 
of language structures. 
 
• Types and variety of 

grammatical 
structures 

• Conventions, mechanics 
and fluency 

• Match of language forms to 
purpose/perspective. 

Grammar Parts-of-Speech 
– If you speak a 
language, you are 
using parts-of-
speech.  People can 
use a language and 
not be consciously 
aware of the names 
of the parts of 
speech.  Knowing 
the parts-of-speech 
is necessary for 
analyzing a 
language.  

Noun – person, place or thing (or action – ex. Running is fun.) 
Pronoun – takes the place of a noun (he, she, we, it) 
Verb – words that express action, occurrence or state of being (run, eat) 
Adverb – modifies verbs (slowly running) 
Adjective – modify nouns and pronouns (cool cat, red car) 
Prepositions – words that usually address time and place.  Typically occur in a prepositional 
phrase.  (on the table, during class).   
Conjunctions – connect words, phrases or clauses. (He likes hot dogs, but she wants a 
hamburger.) 
Interjections – words that convey surprise (Wow!  Gosh!) 
Articles – appear with nouns and limit nouns.  Sometimes are identified as adjectives. (A dog.  
The cat.) 
            Indefinite Articles = A dog, a cat, etc. 

Definite Articles = The dog, the cat. (one dog, five dogs, etc.).  
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 Verbs Verb Tense and 
Aspect.   
 
Tense = Present, 
Past and Future.   
 
Aspect = More 
specifically 
defines the time 
when it will occur 
(perfect tenses, 
progressive, 
conditional).   

  
Tense Example Explanation 

Present 
I play football every 
week. Here you want to say that it happens regularly. 

Present 
Progressive 

I'm playing football 
now. Here you want to say that it is happening at the moment. 

Past 
I played football 
yesterday. You did it yesterday, it happened in the past. 

Past 
Progressive 

I was playing football 
the whole evening. You were doing it in the past. It's not sure whether the action was finished or not.

Future (will) 
I will play football next 
week. This is a prediction, you can probably do something else. 

Future 
Progressive 

I will be playing football 
next Sunday. You do it every Sunday (as usual) 

Present Perfect 
I have just played 
football. You have just finished it. So it has a connection to the present. Maybe your clothes are dirty.

Present Perfect 
Progressive 

I have been playing 
football for 2 hours. You want to say how long you have been doing it. (You started in the past and it continues up to the present.

Past Perfect 
I had played football 
before Susan came. The two actions are related to each other: you had finished to play football and after that the girl arri

Past Perfect 
Progressive 

I had been playing 
football when Susan 
came. Here you want to point out how long you had been doing it before the girl came.

Future Perfect 
I will have played 
football by tomorrow. You will have done it before tomorrow. 

Future Perfect 
Progressive 

I will have been playing 
football.  You will have been doing it by a certain time tomorrow.  

You'll probably do it. Conditional 
Simple I would play football.  

You'll probably do it.  Conditional 
Progressive 

I would be playing 
football. Here you concentrate more on the progress of the action. 

You'll probably have finished playing football future. Here you concentrate on the fact (football).Conditional 
Perfect 

I would have played 
football. at a special time in the.   

Conditional 
Perfect 
Progressive 

I would have been 
playing football. You'll probably have finished playing football at a special time in the future. Here you concentrate on the progress of playing (football).

Source:  Modified from http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/grammar/tenses_satz.htm 
Auxiliary Verbs (modals) = Convey the idea of speculating about something: could, 
would, should, might, may.  

  Infinitive = 
Simple verb form 
proceeded by the 
preposition “to.” 

Example:  To give, to leave, to want, to share, etc.  
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  Verb Voice = 
does the subject 
act or receive the 
action.     

Active = The subject performed the action on the object. 
 
Example:  The dog eats the food. 
 
Passive =  The object receives the action.  The subject is sometimes hidden through 
ellipsis.   
 
Example:  The food was eaten (by the dog).    

  Verb Mood = 
Refers to the 
ability of verbs to 
convey a writer’s 
attitude toward a 
statement. 

Indicative = used for statements of real things, or things that are highly likely to 
happen.  Used for questions about fact. (The car stopped.  The cat walked.) 
 
Imperative = expresses commands or direct requests.  (Stop!.  Please shut the door.). 
 
Subjunctive = expresses conditions including wishes, recommendations, indirect 
requests and speculations.  Not frequently used in English.  (If I were him, I would 
leave the snake alone).  Often, the indicative is now used in place of the subjunctive in 
English.  

  Verb Agreement 
= Refers to 
whether the verb 
agrees with the 
person in a 
conjugation.  

First person = I am 
Second person = you are 
Third person = he is. 
 
Verb disagreement = I was going to the store. 
Verb disagreement = I is going to the store. 

 Nouns Noun case = 
refers to how the 
noun interacts 
with other words 
in the sentence.   

Subjective Case = noun functions as subject. (Winston eats a sandwich.)  
Objective Case = noun functions as an object. (The dog bit Susan.) 
Possessive Case = noun possesses something; functions as adjective.   
                               (John’s dog is big.)  His dog.  Her dog.   

  Noun countable  Countable Nouns = Nouns that you can count independently. 
 
Example :  One dog, two dogs, three dogs, etc. 
 
 
Non-countable Nouns = Nouns that must be grouped by another word in order to be 
counted. 
 
 
Examples:  a loaf of bread, a gallon of milk, a bottle of water. 
 



The General Defining Features of Language - D. Sisk – 10/28/11 

  Pronoun 
reference = A 
pronoun derives 
meaning from its 
antecedent, the 
noun to which the 
pronoun refers.   

Pronouns must agree with their antecedents in three ways. 
1. Number (High wind has its dangers.) 
2. Person (Steve listens well.  He is a keeper.) 
3. Gender (Sue drives fast.  She has a lot of tickets.) 

 
Direct pronoun reference:  John walks to school everyday.  He loves to walk.   
 
Indirect pronoun reference = John and Steve play basketball every Monday evening.  
Sometimes he even plays on Tuesdays.  (Don’t know who he is).   

  Gerund = Present 
Participle that 
acts like a noun.  

Example:  Running is fun.  Speaking can be intimidating.   

 Prosodic 
Features  
(Pronunciation) 

Fluency = rapid, 
effortless use of 
language 
(speaking, 
writing).  

Examples: 
 
Fluent Child:  “The horse galloped across the field without appearing to touch the 
ground. 
 
Non-Fluent Child:  “Th. . . The hor . . . hor . . suh . . .horse gal . . gal-lop-ed . . . ” 

  Pitch = melody 
or intonation 
system of a 
language. Pitch 
includes various 
tones.  

Example:   
 
Falling Pitch = They’re waiting.  (statement) 
Rising Pitch = They’re waiting? (question) 
 

  Stress = Indicates 
where there is a 
slight difference 
in loudness of a 
certain syllable or 
word.  

Examples: 
 
Víc-ti-mize common, usual pronunciation. 

Vic-tí-mize uncommon, unusual pronunciation. 
 
Example of how word stress can vary sentence meaning.  

I didn't take the test yesterday. (Somebody else did.) 
I didn't take the test yesterday. (I did not take it.) 
I didn't take the test yesterday. (I did something else with it.) 
I didn't take the test yesterday. (I took a different one.) 
I didn't take the test yesterday. (I took something else.) 
I didn't take the test yesterday. (I took it some other day.)Source:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stress_(linguistics) 
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Word/Phrase 
Level – General, 
specific, and technical 
language.  Multiple 
meanings of words and 
phrases.  Formulaic and 
idiomatic expressions.  
Nuances and shades of 
meaning.  Collocations.  

Phonics= 
Sound/Symbol 
relationship  

Consonants/Vowel 
pronunciation. 
 

 

 
 
 
Source:  http://esl.about.com/ 
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  Basic 
International 
Phonetic 
Alphabet for 
Transcription 
purposes.  
 
Manner of 
Articulation = 
How the sound is 
produced in the 
mouth.  
 
Place of 
Articulation = 
Where the sound 
is produced in the 
mouth.   
 
Voiced = glottis 
vibrates. 
 
Voiceless = 
glottis doesn’t 
vibrate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Source:  http://winter42.blogspot.com/2011/09/pronuciation.html 

 
Source: www.smashingmagazine.com  
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 Phonological 
Awareness:  
The ability to 
hear and work 
with the 
sounds of a 
spoken 
language.  

Phonemic 
Awareness:  The 
ability to hear and 
identify the 
individual sounds 
in spoken words.   

Example:  Consider the following scenario. 
 
Teacher:  Ok.  Now listen to this word.  “Lip.” 
                Now.  Let’s see if we can count how many sounds it has. 
                Lip.  /l/ /i/ /p/ 
                Now, how many sounds does it have? 
 
Students:  /l/ /i/ /p/.  It has three. 
 

 Morphology:  
Word 
Formation 
and the 
structure of 
words. 
 

Morphemes = 
Smallest part of 
the word that has 
meaning.   

Base word = root or foundational part of the word 
 
Affix = a meaningful form that is attached to another form to make a word.  
 

Prefix –morpheme that comes before the root. 
 

Suffix – morpheme that comes after the root. 
 

Example:  un   -    happi   -  ness 
               prefix      base       suffix.  

 
Compounding – two base words are added together. 
 
Example:  race – car = racecar 
 
Inflection – An affix that signals a grammatical relationship.   
 
Example:  He goes.  I go__.  The “es” suffix indicates the grammatical/conjugation 
difference in person. 

 Word 
Meanings 

Homonyms = 
words with the 
same form but 
different meanings.   

Example:  He ate at the table.  The statistician completed the data table. (Polysemous) 

  Homographs = 
words with same 
spelling but 
different meanings 
and different 
pronunciations.  

Example:  The wind blows through my hair.  I wind up the toy.   
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  Homophones = 
words with the 
same 
pronunciation but 
different 
meanings and 
different 
spellings.   

Example:  I rode the bike.  I rowed the boat.   

  Denotation and 
Connotation. 

Denotation = The explicit meaning of a word.  Example:  The air outside is really cool 
this evening. 
 
Connotation = The newest Xmen movie was really cool.  (Implies that the movie was 
very nice and enjoyable.  Doesn’t imply that the temperature of the movie is low. 
 
 

  Idiom = An 
expression that 
carries another 
meaning other 
than its literal 
meaning.   
 

Example:  Break a leg = Have a good performance 
Example:  He has a chip on his shoulder = Something is bothering him. 
Example:  Raining cats and dogs = It’s raining hard.   

  Collocations = 
words and 
phrases that just 
sound better and 
seem to “go 
together” in a 
given language.  

Note:  There is a lot of variability regarding collocations because of socio-cultural 
differences (regionalism, dialect, etc.).  
 
Example:  Fast food vs. quick food. 
Example:  A quick meal vs. a fast meal.   

Socio-Culture Issues to 
Consider 

Register = The style of language you use in various situations.  The way you speak with your boss and your 
wife are probably two different registers. 
 
Genre = What is the style of text?  Fiction, non-fiction, romance, historical fiction, super hero, etc.  
 
Social Identity = Gender, age, class, education level, etc. 
 
Task/Situation = The language task may be unfamiliar or unknown to an LEP student.  Ordering lunch 
may be completely foreign to someone who has never visited a restaurant before.  

 


